
SENIOR/SINGLES CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
SIGN UP THIS SUNDAY - BRING THE HAMPER NEXT SUNDAY

St. John’s is partnering with Union Gospel Mission (UGM) to give seniors and other single people an 
“everything but the turkey” Christmas dinner. Those who will be receiving these hampers are people 
living in the Downtown Eastside of Vancouver, who have housing but are in very low income situations, 
sometimes having to choose between paying for electricity or buying groceries. These people all have 
some relationship with UGM, and these gifts will continue to build that relationship and show the love of 
Jesus in a practical way. Last year we donated 40 hampers, and our goal is to do the same again this year! 

What needs to go into a hamper:

• Slippers

• Gloves and Toque

• Stainless steel coffee mug with lid

• Reusable water bottle

• $25 grocery store gift card (Save-On Foods, No Frills, etc)

• Disposable tin pan (to cook a turkey in)

• Can of cranberry sauce

• Can of mixed vegetables

• Box of stove-top stuffing

• Box of mashed or scalloped potatoes

• Small box of chocolates

• Instant coffee or tea

• Rolling Shopping Cart to pack all items in (These are available at Walmart, Ikea, London Drugs, etc.)

• A brief note or Christmas card that does not include personal information beyond your first name.

The estimated cost is between $85 and $100. Whatever else you would like to include, you can go beyond 
this list. But please do not include any items that contain alcohol such as hand sanitizers, mouth wash etc.

Please feel free to commit to a hamper yourself or with your small group, family or friends. You can sign up 
in the foyer after each of the services today. Next Sunday (December 4) we will be collecting the hampers.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS



LEARNERS’ EXCHANGE
Every Sunday in the Cafe Room 
at 9:00 am, Learners’ Exchange 
offers stimulating speakers and 
engaging discussions. It is the 
perfect opportunity to explore 
and grow in faith. 

Upcoming Speakers: 
Nov 27: No Learners’ Exchange 
Advent Carol Service at 4:30 pm

Dec 4: Becky Pruitt 
Art and the Reformation

Dec 11: Dr. J.I. Packer 
Topic to be announced

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

TOUCHSTONES OF GRACE: DAVID SHORT

“When we give to God from any of our resources, we are caught up 
in a new chain of indirect cause and effect where God himself brings 
blessing instead of anxiety, love instead of fear. When given to God’s 
purposes $1,000 is no longer $1,000. It is seed that bears fruit for 
blessing.”

This is from a four-part blog, written by David Short, reflecting what 
God teaches us in 2 Corinthians about grace, generosity, and giving. 

You can find this four-part series at stjohnsvancouver.org/blog.

FINANCIAL UPDATE TO NOV 14

Offerings to date $1,526,719

2016 offering budget $2,111,749

Offerings still needed $585,014

As you can see, we are in need of a substantial sum of money if we 
are to meet our 2016 offering budget, and be able to fund our regular 
ministry expenses. 

We invite your participation in helping us to meet the budget that we 
decided together at our Annual General Meeting earlier this year.

As we approach the season of Advent, let us consider the magnitude 
of grace that we have received from God. We pray that as you give in 
return you will experience abundant, overflowing joy.

If you have questions please contact our Treasurer, Christine Klukas, 
through the church office, or Krista Friebel, Director of Church 
Operations krista@sjvan.org

WALKING TOGETHER TO 
BETHLEHEM 
Keeping Company with God: 
rest, reflection and restoration 
at the end of the day” will be 
held on Monday, November 
28th at 7:30PM. This worship 
service is held at 7:30PM in the 
Chapel on the second and forth 
Mondays of each month. The 
service includes music, a short 
reflection on a Bible passage, 
prayers from across the centuries 
and around the world, and if 
you so desire, an opportunity 
to be prayed with by a member 
of our prayer team.  If you have 
questions, please contact Manya 
Egerton megerton@telus.
net  This particular service will 
include several Advent prayers, 
including some for those who 
find this a challenging season.

REFUGEE OUTREACH
We are now walking with another refugee family, the Sahebadis, 
who come from Kabul, Afghanistan. The father, Reza, worked as 
an architect and his wife, Masooma, as a schoolteacher, before the 
Taliban drove them from their home. 

We have an opportunity to help this family as they move to a new 
home in New Westminster on Dec 6. You can read more about their 
story and find a list of their needs at  sjvan.org/refugee-outreach.



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27

7:30 AM Holy Communion

9:00 AM Morning Prayer

9:00 AM Learners’ Exchange

10:25 AM Prayer for People in Authority (Room 107)

11:00 AM Junior Youth (Grades 7-9)

11:00 AM Morning Prayer

4:30 PM Advent Carol Service

4:30 PM Senior Youth (Grades 10-12)

6:00 PM Evening Service

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28

7:30 PM Keeping Company with God

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29

5:30 PM Evensong

7:30 PM Men’s Bible Study

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30

7:20 AM Men’s Breakfast Bible Study

6:30 PM Ekklesia (18-to-20 somethings)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1

10:00 AM Women@10 

7:00 PM Divorce Care

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2

5:45 PM Men’s Bible Study (5659 Elizabeth Street)

6:00 PM Youth Group (Grades 7-12)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 

7:30 AM Holy Communion | Romans 15:4-13

9:00 AM Holy Communion | Romans 15:4-13

9:00 AM Learners’ Exchange

10:25 AM Prayer for People in Authority (Room 107)

11:00 AM Junior Youth (Grades 7-9)

11:00 AM Holy Communion | Romans 15:4-13

4:30 PM Senior Youth (Grades 10-12)

6:00 PM Evening Service Advent Concert | Romans 15:4-13

stjohnsvancouver.org/calendar

DECEMBER EVENTS:

4: Advent Concert | 6:00 pm

8: Women@10 Christmas 
Celebration | 9:30 am

11: Evening Carol Service | 6 pm

12: Expecting Emmanuel | A 
service of comfort and hope  
7:30 pm 

13: Brass & Organ Concert 

7:30 pm | Kerrisdale Presbyterian 
Church

18: Nine Lessons and Carols 4:30 
pm

24: Christmas Eve Services 
4:00/8:00/10:00 pm

25: Christmas Day Service 

10:00 am

W@10 CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 
EVENT
Please join us at Women@10 on 
Thursday morning December 
8th, as we celebrate Come & See: 
The Journey to the Manger. This 
will be a morning that is open to 
all and would be lovely to invite 
your friends and neighbours 
to - a traditional Christmas 
gathering with marketplace, 
songs, readings, and ideas 
for celebrating Christmas. 
Scrumptious refreshments and 
music…all starting at 9:30am. 
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A MESSAGE FROM DAVID SHORT 
The past 40 years have seen something of a renaissance of spiritual disciplines among 
Christians, which, in part, is a response to the stress and busyness of life. We have made 
busyness a status symbol — a badge of honour that we wear to demonstrate our lives as 
important and meaningful. To not be busy is to be weak. We masquerade our boasting as 
complaining.

There is an increasing recognition that busyness can lead to barrenness, burnout, loss of joy, 
and depression. Many Christians have rediscovered some of the resources available from 
ancient Christian practices. Richard Foster’s 1978 book Celebration of Discipline has sold 
over a million copies. Foster, a Quaker, argues that “spiritual disciplines” (e.g. prayer, fasting, 
meditation) are the means toward the “intentional development of authentic Spiritual life 
and intimacy with God.” Since Foster’s book, there have been hundreds modifying, adding, 
disagreeing, and balancing Foster’s views. 

The Bible teaches that there are practices that ought to be part of the life of every believer. 
During the festive season, we long for depth and rest and the capacity for joy in Christ. 
Our own Anglican Book of Common Prayer puts us in touch with the meaning of Advent 
by giving us a series of readings during the season. Join with us on Sundays as we take a 
look at these readings that point us to practices which should be part of the whole Christian 
life—particularly as we celebrate the coming of Christ. 


